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Enabling Learning Objective A 

Identify the key elements of the 
Hague and Geneva Conventions that 
pertain to small unit combat 
operations. 
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Lawful Targets 
Combatants- a combatant is any one 
engaging in hostilities in an armed conflict 
on behalf of a party to the conflict. 

Military Objectives- A combatant, a 
dependent place, and those objects which by 
their nature, location, purpose or use, make 
an effective contribution to military action. 

• Incidental Injury and Collateral Damage- 
Unavoidable and unplanned damage to 
civilian personnel and property incurred 
while attacking a military objective. 
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NONCOMBATANTS 
• CIVILIANS 

• WOUNDED AND SICK 

• HORS DE COMBAT 

• PRISONERS OF WAR 

• PARACHUTISTS OF DISABLED 
AIRCRAFT 

• MEDICAL PERSONNEL 

• CHAPLAINS 

• JOURNALISTS 
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Wounded and Sick 

• Soldiers who have fallen by reason of 
sickness or wounds and who cease to fight 
are to be respected and protected. 

• Shipwrecked members of the armed forces 
at sea are to be respected and protected. 

• Shipwrecked includes downed 
passengers/crews on aircraft ships in peril 
and castaways. 
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Parachutists Of Disabled 
Aircraft 

• Parachutists who are crewmen of a 
disabled aircraft are presumed to be out of 
combat and may not be targeted unless it is 
apparent they are engaged on a hostile 
mission. 

• Exception- paratroopers are presumed to 
be on a military mission and therefore may 
be targeted. 

61
78

91
70

-C
1O

G
 

ACLU-RDI 2001 p.10



\ So
w, 

	

El
4 

P:
E1

 

	

\ •
•

■ ••/
 ;'(

 
a)

 

U 0
 0 

M
ed

ic
al

 p
e r

so
nn

e l
 o

f 
t h

e  
A

rm
e d

 F
o r

ce
s.

  

a.) c.) 	 75 • • _4_, 	 • 
• c.) 
a) 0 

-42 	 a.) 	 b1) 
;-1 

i-ci"-' 	ct 	 0 	 0 

	

;-1 	 cd __I 	 c.) 
ci.) 

up- a) 	0 	 7:i g 
C.) 
▪ ,_. 	 g 	 g 0 

	

ci.) 	 ct 0 	 a.) ;--i 	 bA ct g 	 .. 	g 	 --5 a) • ,-' 	 u3 'b.!) "-I 	 0 ?..c ‘-ti 	VD' ' 

	

;.-4 	 1.) 	Cl..) 
;-, 	a) 	a.) 	 c.) ---1 	5 	!-C 
a) 	b.!) 	 ;-( 	g 	 g 

	

0 • ctr-4 0 	 ct ,-g 	czt 	.,--4 
c..) 	bl) 

	

17i 	 4i 	0 
0 a) 	 rli 	›, 	 -1-1 - g 	 +-, 

	

VD 	 I) 7 ':$ 0 	.,., a) 
A-- 	 4-, 

	

E *F-5 ..
-E 	

0 
cn 	›, 	.._.. 	 c.) 
4.: 0 	 J (L) 	 Ci) VD 	 raq (1) • r-4 	• r-I 	 CA 

5 'D 	
Tid 

	

o 	o 	,-. 	 cA 

a) 	.,-, 	,4 ,..ci- 	
c.) 
o 

,4 0 	7:3 	 a) up 	
;-4 

c..) 	 a) 	c.4-1 	 U 
a) 	E 	o 	0 

	

,, .,- 	
7:i cAN 	 • CI) -t■ 

g ;--i 	c4-1 	 T. ') 	0 0 	 ,--J 	 a.) 
O cd 	0 	 g a) r.0 
a) 	 g 	,--1 
bl) 0 	(4-I 	 0 a.) ct 	 7'd 

up 
,-- 	c+-4 	 up 	.,--4() 	 g 

g r 	. +St 	 ct ,-ci 	 0 up 	 a) 

	

cn 	 p_i 	,-. 	cll 	 . u•-■ cn y__ 	 +-) 
v).-' 	(1.) c..) 	cp 	 0 5 	cz$ 

	

,_, , › 	7d ,.. 	 Z a) 	• ,-, • ,-, . cn 	;..( 	• ,-4 .—:. 	- C.) 	
cilj 	 Cl.) ,-4-"I 	(1.) 7:3 	AR; 	F/3 ,--, rzi 	 ,-4 	eA "Zi 

• ,--4 

	

en ...t 	 ,-g cii 
g ;••4 	ct 	"4-) 	0 	(1) 	 -i■) 	(1.4 

0 	C/) .... 	 g 'll 
Cic 	'-d 	

• ri 	C. 	"C't 	0 -ft: 	
C•ii ..i...) 

	

g (') 	 VD P-J ,. 	 0 CID r7i 	D 	. ,-, 	g:14 	;-1 0 ,.-1 	,--i • rclj 

	

_4_0, g 7j 	'7i 
C.) 	 p.i ttl) 5 	a) ct 	 al 	;.-4 	(1) 

773 czt ,-- 	ct 	g (1.) 	g C) 
O r' g 	 .,-1 	 ci) 

c79 0 `r4--i cn C-) - -I 

	

,-1 	a) • ,--I 
up >, 0 	0 e+-1 

up 0 
,4 5 

	

,-6-- -( 4 oct'-' i 	
•-i 0 7-14) ,., 	cn 	(L) 	

.--:. 1.b. 

ISD rl )1 

	

c.) 	t'''''' \ 

:1•4 

0 (+-i 	Ca-■ 	c-N1 	I 	 I 

Pe
rs

on
ne

l o
f 

re
lie

f 
so

c i
et

ie
s  

o
f 

ne
ut

ra
l c

ou
nt

ri
es

.  

DOD-045850 

ACLU-RDI 2001 p.11



'' • rt 

l_s2 
r.1 
ct 

r. 

U 

000207 
DOD-045851 

ACLU-RDI 2001 p.12



13 

Z
99

9
.170

-C
IO

CI
 

Journalists 

• Protected as a noncombatants provided 
they take no action adversely affecting 
their status as civilians. 

ACLU-RDI 2001 p.13



Lawful Use of Force: 
Principles 

Military Necessity: actions not forbidden 
by law and indispensable for the submission 
of the enemy. 

• Humanity : minimization of incidental 
injury, collateral damage, and suffering. 
Proportionality : suffering must not be 
disproportionate to the direct and concrete 
military advantage gained. 

• Discrimination: attacks must be directed 
against a specific, military target. 
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Protected Property 
• Civilian Property 

• Cultural Property 
—Churches 

—Universities, Colleges, Schools 

—Historical Monuments 

—Museums 

—Buildings dedicated to Charities (such as 
Orphanages) 
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• Cultural Property Emblems 
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Treachery and Perfidy 
• Misuse of the Red Cross 
• Misuse of a Flag of Truce 
• Misuse of enemy uniforms, flags, nation 

emblems or insignia 
• Misuse of cultural property 
• Pretending to be a civilian 
• Pretending to surrender 
• Pretending to be wounded 
• Pretending to be a United Nations 

Peacekeeper. 
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POWs have the right to: 

• Receive food, shelter and clothing adequate 
to stay in good health 

• Receive medical care 

• Send and receive mail 

• Keep personal property except weapons, 
military equipment and certain documents 

• Retain their military identification card 
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POWs have the right to : 

• To be provided copy of the Geneva 
Conventions in their native language. 

• To complain to the camp commander about 
camp conditions. 

• Practice their religion. 

• Due process in trials for any offenses 
committed while in captivity. 

O
L8

9.
170

-C
IO

CI
 

31 

ACLU-RDI 2001 p.31



Duties towards Prisoners of War 

• Afford POW protections until directed 
otherwise by the appropriate commander. 

• Treat with Respect and Honor. 
—respect their sex (separate men from women). 

—Respect their religion. 

• Evacuate POWs in a humane manner 

• Provide adequate food, clothing , and 
shelter. 

• Provide medical care as necessary. 
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Requirements to Report Law of 
War Violations 

• DOD DIRECTIVE 5100.77 
—DOD Law of War Program 

• CJCSI 5810-01 
—Implementation of DOD LOW Program 

• FM 27-10, para. 507 
—Department Of the Army Law of Land 

Warfare 
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Protect Noncombatants and 
Civilians from the Consequences 

of Combat 
• Do not directly attack. 

• Warn prior to bombardment. 

• Evacuate from Combat Zone. 

• Separate from Military Objectives. 
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Examples of protecting POWs 

• Removing them from the battlefield as 
soon as practicable. 

• Segregate men and women POWs 
• Shield them from public curiosity and 

abuse. 
• Provide medical treatment based upon 

medical needs only; no adverse distinction 
because they are POWs 
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Prevent Engagement of 
Unlawful Targets 

• Know and respect symbols for protected 
persons and property. 

• Do not attack noncombatants or protected 
property. 

• Do not fire indiscriminately. 
— Use observed fires. 

• Follow the Rules of Engagement. 

8L
89

17
0
-0

0
0
 

ACLU-RDI 2001 p.39



Actions to Prevent Excessive 
Use of Force 

• Target specific, military objectives. 

• Take reasonable steps to minimize 
collateral damage. 

6
L

8
9

.17
0
-0

0C
I 

ACLU-RDI 2001 p.40



Prevent Unauthorized use of 
Medical Services Symbols, 

Flag of Truce. 
• Use symbols of protected status for their 

intended purposes only. 

• Respect the proper use of a flag of truce. 

• DO NOTtfl,g_hl in enemy uniforms. 
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How do I report a War Crime ? 

• As soon as possible, report, in writing or 
orally, the event you believe to be a war 
crime violation to your Commander, the 
Chaplain, IG, JA or next immediate 
Commander depending on who may be 
involved. 

• Look to specific regulations put out by 
your Command Headquarters. cf, 
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