l

DOD JUNE

ACLU-RDI 2412 p.1

07/08 02 KON 18:46 FAX

Roos

e S3F
AMNISTIA

AMNISTI

ll'l’!lllﬂﬂlulg

SR TOBIAS
AMHUCTHR

ygﬂlm kﬁu

_mmzm

Ref.: 1Ti AMR/51/01/02

The Hrnomble [Jonald Rumsfeld

Secretary of Defense

Office of the Secretary

The Peritagon

Washiugtou DC .

USA 7 Jeiwary 2002

Dear Secretzry of Defense

Amnesty International welcomes the recent statements made by & senfor US military
official in Afxhupisian that prisvncry swved Luw Shibasgbun prisov it US custudy will be
giveu adequate food, shelter and medical care, and urges that all suspocts in US cuitody be
treated humancly with full reapect for the USA's obligations under intcraational stundards. )
However, we are concernsd by photographs which have recently sppeared in the press showing |
Al-Qaeda suspects hooded while inder guard by US troopspnertobemg taken to custody - . ..
facilities where they would be interrogated. The United Nations (UN) Committee-agamat Tortre
has condemned the hooding and blindfblding of suspects during faterrogation a8 incomparidle - .
with the sbsolute prolibition of torture or otlier cruel, inhuman or degiading tsatiuenl conluined
under the UN Convention against Torture and Other Crucl, Inheman or Degrading Treatment or
Panishraent (Convention against Torture).! The prohibition of torture and other cnuisl or-inhuman
treaument is also conmned\mdathe(‘renzva Convcnnmtyplmable to pnsnnm cfw:ra.nd vy

nther perrons Anrs de Eombat.’

Amnesty Intemnstional considens thut the bouding of suspects in detention generally may
coustitute crucl reatment. The UN Dody of Drinciples for the Protection of All Perniens uader
Any Fommn of Dotention or Imprioonment statas that: “The term “cruel, inbuman or dograding
tresatment or punichment’ sbould be interpreted 20 ax to extend the widest possible protection
against abuses, whcther physical ar mental, including the holding of & detuined or inprisoned
persan m conditions which deprive him, temporarily or permanentty, ot the use ot suny af his *
namral senses, such as sight or hearing, or his awareness of placa and the passing ol time”.
Keeping. prisoners.hooded or blindfulded also provents them from observiog or ideutfying.any.. .

cusivdy vilicials who umy cugage iu abases.

The Committec against Torture has suled that as well &3 hooding, the following methods
of interogntion may not be used in any circumstancss a5 they violate the prohibition of torture

The intemnarional treaty monitoring body which monkots ratifylng cases® complidnae with their
obligations undey the Canvesbon agmnst Jarture. 1t ks condammed, for exsmple, hie routine bimdit lding of suspects
during intarvopation in Turkey end hooding of suspeets during Intervogation in Izrecl.
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and ill-trewtment; resiruining in very painfi) cmbucm; playing of loud music: prolanged sleep
dqmvmon, Queats, inchudiug \'hath tueats; violent slaking; aud using cold air t> chil) te

Amnesty Intomational bus mugiymdmcd&cmb of!l Scptembier and has
called for thocs responsible to be brought to justice, in secardance with internaticmal human
rights standards. We wonld draw your sttention 1o 8 recent staternent mnodbytxo Committes
agninst Torture in which, in condenming the attacks of 11 September and expressing condolence:
for the victims, the Committee reminded Ntates Parmies th the Convention agrinst Tarture of the
pon-derogable anitles of most of the obligations undertaken by them in ratifying the
Convention.* The Commitree cited {n prydcular Articles 2 (Whereby “no exceptinnal
clicumstances whutsveve: nmy be juvuhod us » justification of torture™), 15 (prohibiting
confessions extorted by torture being admitted in ovidencs, exsept against the Wriurer) and 16
(prohibiting crusl, ubmmn or degreding trestmant or punishment) as three such provisivny .-
which must be observed in all citcumstances. We truct that you will tako all nceonsary measures .
to ensure that these provisions ave fully adbered to in the treatment of thags in US cuztody
following military operahons in Afghanistan, and that no ane will be mbjected to interrogation
techniques which breach such standards. We would also appreciate receiving clasatication of the

leygal sutus of those delaiued.

Yours sinoersly
* Irene Khan
Secretary General

*UN Doc, CAT/C.SR.257, reporting on Isteel’s compliznce with the Convention againg 'l orture: the
mumittee recommendad that interrogation by Lerseli seourity officers applying these mathods, tachiding hooding,

“cease tmmnsdianely”.
Iswternant of the Committee agsinst Torture 22/1 172001 (CAT/C/XXY11/Min.7)
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