
• or/ot oar gON 111:18*FAX 
	 ke 0 3 

. . 	• 	. 	. 

AININFSIT 	 53P 
AMNISTIA 

renuenveesigse 
AkOrifent11 

*pa gisit lags 'TA 

Ret:: '173 A WV:SUM/02 
The Hrmnrahle Oniuld Kurnsfeld 
secretary of Defense 
Office of the Secretary 
The Paragon 
Wrishiughur DC 
USA 7 January 2002 

Dear Secretary of Defense 

Amnesty btematienal welcomes the recent statements mute by a senior U3 military 
official In AUlanislan that prism= inured Drum Shibinglian prison into US vustudy will be 
given adequate fond, shelter and medical care, and urges that all suspects in US custody be 
treated humanely with fill respect for the USA's obligations under international mu:ideals. 
However, we are concerned by photographs which have malady appeared in the press showing 
Al•Qaeda suspects hooded while tinder guard by US troops prior to being taken to custody 	. • . 
facilities where they would he interrogated. The United Nations (UN) Cornmittee•agstost Torture 
has condenined the hooding and bitadtblatng of inspects during Interrogation u inximpanlote • . . 
with the absolute prohibition of torture or other cruel, inlItitnitt OF degrading treatment contained 	• 
under the UN Convention against Tartar* end Ott:Clue% Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or . 
Pimishment (Convention against Torture). 1  The prohibition of torture and other envel o•inhuman 
treatment is also contained under the Geneva °inventions applicable to prisoners of war and say  
nther pa rsons 'Mrs deal:that.. 	 • 

Amnesty Inlernstimusl considers that .  the bowling of suspects in detention generally may . 
constitute cruel treatment The UN Dodi of Principles far the Protection of All Primas nada 
Any Form of Detention or Impriao-Anient states that "The term 'cruel, inhuman or degrading 
trestosent or punishment' should be interpreted so as to extend the widest possible protection 
against abuses, whether physical or mental, including the bolding of a detained or imprisoned 
perr,nn in conditions which deprive him, temporarily or permanently, or the use or :my et his • 
natural senses, such as sight or hearing, or his Omen= of place and the passing or time". 
Keeping.prisonarshooded or blindfoldial also prevents therntkomnbsenvittg.otideudfying.any. ........ 
cusivay virwitds who way engage in abuses. 

The Committee against Torture has ruled that as well as hooding, the following methods 
of inteirogntion may not be used in any circumstance: as they violate the prohibition of torture 

1The international awry meetieeting body which melt= reifying mule eamplionas with their 
ObliptICese under the Convasbon against Ionise. At AU CeCtionNe. for temple. Ilia mama bhedfc thin orSwpeetI 
during inurrogadon in l'Uriroy end itoodlng of ampoesi during imarroption int rascal. 
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