
UNCLASSIFIED 

 

01/22/03 00:50 FAX 6172483870 KERRY BOSTON I^j 0l 

  

--RELEASED IN -FULL- 

JOHN KERRY 
nussautuserrs 

united ,t2tES giEllate 
WASHINGTON, DC 24510-2102 

3 comma 

COMMERCE 
AND TRANsp 

FINV. 

r0RilON R( 

SVALI eV 

FAX 
To: 	Ass 	SetAte-itt.id Ke-11 ../ 

Fax No. 	Jo 'a ca41. /lc i  

Date: 	i fib/ 2003 

Pages (excluding cover) : 	 

Comments: 

If there is a problem with the transmission of this fax, please call (617) 565.8519 : 

 Thank you. 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: SHARON E AHMAD 
DATE/CASE ID: 30 SEP 2004 200303827 

UNCLASSIFIED 
401.18, M 1VIO.y.MW WW 

 •••••• 1111.11WV*11(1711ff 004.e.Me 

DOS-000422 ACLU-RDI 3679 p.1



3 	• 
10ZMAA0 G. LUCIA, Ai DANA. CAAJASAAN 

00.10I NAGA NIMASSA 
t1100■11 01AFEE•  00001 6,-AND 
0100Gt MAIN. ~ANSA 
SAN SAOWNLACR. ILAASAS 
1.017•AiL B. MD. WrOM0•0 
&E, N.01: V. 1/0•NCIVICATi  01110$41,  

NORM COLMAN. 1010•ISOTA 
JOHN I. SUNNY. NEW 0MAPSHIRE 

JOSEPH /L MEN. Jo.. OILAWAAI 
PALI & SAMIAPItS.1111AAYLANO 
oatsrorwx J. DOCO. 00001K1030 
JOHN F mom •AASSA04/SITTS 
114.4.511/ 0. Ftwocul PASCOPISAI 
SAMARA 110Allt CALIFORNIA 
ell NELSON. NANDA 
JOAN D. M0051101.110 FV. WEST WM?" 
JON & CORZIK. NEW AltStY 

WORN A. MYERS. A. STA7I 000CTOA 
macro,  J. SUNKEN. DIMOCIWC SUR MEOW 

UNCLASSIFIED 
RELEASED IN FULL 

United *tams senate 
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

WASHINGTON. DC 20510-6225 

July 23, 2004 

The Honorable Colin L. Powell 

 

   

cLiy 	di. 

Washington, DC 20520 
.11 -n 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

On June 22, 2004, the White House released several internal Administration documents 
regarding the treatment of enemy prisoners and combatants. 

Included among these documents are several memoranda prepared by the Office of Legal 
Counsel at the Department of Justice; I have a particular interest in learning the Department's 
views about two of these memos. The first, dated January 22, 2002, is entitled "Application of 
Treaties and Laws to al Qaeda and Taliban Detainees"; the second, dated August 1, 2002, is 
entitled "Standards of Conduct for. Interrogation under 18 U.S.C. 2340-2340A." 

I write to pose several questions: 

1. Was the Department of State involved in the preparation of either of these 
memoranda? If not, when did the Department learn of their existence? 

2. Does the Department of State agree with the conclusion, set forth in the memorandum 
of January 22, 2002, that the President could have decided to suspend temporarily U.S. 
obligations under the Third Geneva Convention with regard to Afghanistan? If so, please explain 
the legal basis for that opinion. 

3. Does the Department of State agree with the analysis of the Convention Against 
Torture set forth in part II of the memorandum of August 1, 2002, at pages 14-22? Is this 
analysis consistent with the Department's prior interpretations of the Convention, including any 
authoritative representations made to the Senate during its consideration of the Convention? 

I appreciate your attention to this request. 

/Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
Ranking Minority Member 
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