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PAGE 01 THE HA 00276 01 OF 03 291334Z RELEASED INPART
ACTION SCT-00 B1, 1.4(B), 1.4(D)
INFO LOG-00 NP-00 AID-00 A-00 ACQ-00 CA-01 CC0-00

CG-00 COME-00 CTME-00 INL-00 DOEE-00 DOTE-00 WHA-0O0

SRPP-00 DS-00 EB-00 EUR-00 FAAE-00 FBIE-00 VC-00

H-01 TEDE-00 INR-00 INSE-00 I0-00 L-00 VCE-00

M-00 AC-01 NRCE-00 NSAE-00 O0OCS-03 OIC-02 OPIC-01

PA-00 PC-01 PM-00 PRS-00 ACE-CO0 P-00 SP-00

580-00 SS-00 STR-00 TRSE-00 T-00 USIE-00 USSS-00

ASDS-01 BBG-00 SNIS-00 NISC-00 PMB-00 DSCC-00 PRM-00

DRL-02 G-00 NFAT-00 SAS-00 SWCI-00 /013W

------------------ SEC290 291334Z /38
O 2913292 JAN 02
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1016
INFO NATO EU COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE
USINT HAVANA IMMEDIATE '
CIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC IMMEDIATE
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE
SECNAV WASHDC IMMEDIATE
SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE
CJCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE
WHITE HOUSE WASHDC
USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL
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STATE FOR S, D, P, T, L, S/P, S/WCI, PM, EUR
OSD FOR ISP-EUR .

CINCCENT ALSO FOR NAVCENT-FORWARD

CARACAS FOR AMCONSUL CURACAO
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CLASSIFIED BY: AMBASSADOR CLIFFORD SOBEL, REASONS 1.5 B/D

2.(C) FM VAN AARTSEN'S JANUARY 21 STATEMENT ON DUTCH
TELEVISION CALLING ON THE U.S. TO OBSERVE THE GENEVA
CONVENTIONS IN ITS TREATMENT OF AL-QAEDA AND TALIBAN
PRISONERS HAS BEEN CITED IN THE INTERNATIONAL PRESS AS AN
EXAMPLE OF DUTCH GOVERNMENT CRITICISM OF U.S. POLICY. |
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ACTION SCT-Q0
INFO LOG-0Q0 NP-00 AID-00 A-00 ACQ-00 CA-01 CCOo-00
CG-00 COME-00 CTME-00 INL-00 DOEE-00 DOTE-00 WHA-00
SRPP-00 DS-00 EB-0G EUR-0C FARE-00 FBIE-00 VC-00
H-01 TEDE~-00 INR-0QO0 INSE-Q0 IO0-00 L-00 VCE-00
M-Q00 AC-01 NRCE-QQ0 NSAE-0Q0 O0CS-03 01C-02 OPIC-01
PA-0Q0 PC-01 PM-Q0 PRS-00 ACE-Q0 P-00 SP-00
SS0O-00 S5-00 STR-CQ TRSE-Q00 T-00 USIE-00 USSS-00
ASDS-01 BBG-00 SNIS-00 NISC-00 PMB-00 DSCC-00 PRM-00
DRL-02 G-00 NFAT-00 SAS-00 SWCI-00 /013W
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FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1017
INFO NATO EU COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE
USINT HAVANA IMMEDIATE
CIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC IMMEDIATE
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE
NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE
SECNAV WASHDC IMMEDIATE
SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE
CJCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE
WHITE HOUSE WASHDC
USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL
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DUTCH MFA LETTER TO PARLIAMENT

- e an e e v o et e . e = -

6. (SBU) THE MFA'S RESPONSE TO MP VAN BOMMEL'S QUESTION WAS
INCLUDED IN A LONGER LETTER ON DUTCH AFGHAN POLICY AND
APPEARED DESIGNED TO MATCH THE FOREIGN MINISTER'S PREVIOUS
STATEMENT. FOLLOWING IS AN INFORMAL EMBASSY TRANSLATION:

"THE FIGHT AGAINST TERRORISM IS A FIGHT FOR OUR NORMS AND
PRINCIPLES. THE GOVERNMENT BELIEVES THAT TALIBAN AND
AL-QAEDA COMBATANTS TAKEN PRISONER SHOULD BE TREATED IN
CONFORMITY WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW, AS EMBODIED, INTER ALIA,
IN THE GENEVA CONVENTIONS. ALTHOUGH IT SHOULD NOT BE
FORGOTTEN THAT THIS CONCERNS PEOPLE WHO ARE SUSPECTED OF
BELONGING TO A NETWORK DEEMED RESPONSIBLE FOR THE ATTACKS OF
SEPTEMBER 11, THE RIGHTS OF THESE PEOPLE SHOULD BE RESPECTED.
THE NETHERLANDS SHALL PRESENT THIS POINT OF VIEW IN ITS
CONTACTS WITH THE UNITED STATES."

7.(C) ANOTHER PASSAGE IN THE SAME PARLIAMENTARY LETTER,

CONFIDENTIAL

PAGE 04 THE HA 00276 02 OF 03 291334%Z

EXPLAINS THAT DUTCH NAVAL VESSELS SUPPORTING OPERATION
ENDURING FREEDOM (OEF) IN THE PERSIAN GULF AND INDIAN OCEAN
CANNOT BE DIRECTLY INVOLVED IN MARITIME LEADERSHIP
INTERDICTION OPERATIONS|

‘ ___| THE LETTER |
\ ALLOWS FOR

THOSE DUTCH VESSELS TO HOST U.S. BOARDING PARTIES WHICH COULD
CONDUCT THE ACTUAL LEADERSHIP INTERDICTION OPERATIONS.
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ACTION SCT-00 :

INFO LOG-00 NP-00 AID-00 A-00 ACQ-00 Ca-01 Ccco-00
CG-00 COME-00 CTME-00 INL-00 DOEE-00 ‘DOTE—OO WHA-00
SRPP-00 DS-00 EB-00 EUR-00 FAAE-00 FBIE-00 VC-00
H-01 TEDE-00 INR-00 INSE-00 1I0-00 L-00 VCE-00
M-00 AC-01 NRCE-00 NSAE-00 0CsS-03 0IC-02 "OPIC-01
PA-00 PC-01 PM-00 PRS-00 ACE-00 P-00 SP-00
8S0-00 S$8-00 STR-00 TRSE-00 T-00 "USIE-00 USSS-00
ASDS-01 BBG-00 SNIS-00 NISC-00 PMB-00 DSCC-00 PRM-00
DRL-02 G-00 NFAT-00 SAS-00 SWCI-00 /O013W
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FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 1018
INFO NATO EU COLLECTIVE IMMEDIATE
AMEMBASSY CARACAS IMMEDIATE
USINT HAVANA IMMEDIATE

CIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE

DEPT OF JUSTICE WASHDC IMMEDIATE
DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE

NSC WASHDC IMMEDIATE

SECNAV WASHDC IMMEDIATE

SECDEF WASHDC IMMEDIATE
USMISSION USUN NEW YORK IMMEDIATE
USMISSION GENEVA IMMEDIATE

CJCS WASHDC IMMEDIATE
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WHITE HOUSE WASHDC
USCINCCENT MACDILL AFB FL
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STATE FOR S, D, P, T, L, S/P, S/WCI, PM, EUR
0SD FOR ISP-EUR

CINCCENT ALSO FOR- NAVCENT-FORWARD
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10. (SBU) NOTWITHSTANDING THE LACK OF INTEREST EXHIBITED IN
THESE FORA, PAOC HAS RECEIVED NUMEROUS QUERIES FROM ACADEMICS,
DUTCH AND AMERICAN, OVER THE DETENTIONS. FAR FROM VIRULENT
OR CONDEMNATORY, THESE INQUIRERS ARE PRIMARILY SEEKING
INFORMATION TO.UNDERSTAND AND EVEN TO DEFEND U.S. POLICY AND

PRACTICE.
CONFIDENTIAL
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MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC WE ENCOUNTER ARE ALSO LOOKING
FOR CLARIFICATION OF THE USG POLICY, MORE -- SEEMINGLY -- TO
ENABLE THEM TO UNDERSTAND THE U.S. RATIONALE AND MAYBE EVEN
DEFEND IT, THAN TO REFLEXIVELY CONDEMN IT. |

12. (U} PDAS RIES CLEARED ON THIS MESSAGE.

SOBEL
CONFIDENTIAL
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