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SUBJECT: IRAQ: TURKISH OFFICIAL, PARLIAMENTARY AND NGO
REACTIONS TO ABU GHRAIB ABUSE

1. (SBU) WHILE TURKISH OFFICIALS HAVE NOT COMPLAINED TO US
ABOUT THE TORTURE AND ABUSE OF IRAQI PRISONERS, THE TURKISH
PRESS, PARLIAMENT AND NGO COMMUNITY ARE VOCALLY EXPRESSING
THEIR DISGUST WITH THE NEWS. SEVERAL GROUPS HAVE PEACEFULLY
DEMONSTRATED IN FRONT OF THE US AND UK EMBASSIES IN ANKARA.
A TURKISH NGO HAS CALLED FOR THE IMMEDIATE AND UNCONDITIONAL

WITHDRAWAL FROM IRAQ OF OCCUPATION FORCES. l l
HAS DEC NOT TO B6
Current Class: UNCLASSIFIED Page: 1
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE e
DATEICASE ID: 09 DEC 2004 200303827 UNCLASSIFIED DOS-002149

lll‘¥;hHiB;Hig:#Lnih-I--IlI-.l.IIIIIIIIIIII--IIIllIIII-III--III-I---J



UNCLASSIFIED

’:‘urrent Class: UNCLASSIFIED Page: 2
cu¥rent Handling: n/a _
Document Number: 2004ANKARA02594 Channel: n/a

ATTEND THIS YEAR'S US INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION (ON MAY
26), CITING "THE LATEST DISGUSTING DEVELOPMENTS THAT HAPPENED
IN IRAQ." ONE AK PARTY DEPUTY HAS CALLED FOR PRESIDENT BUSH
AND PM BLAIR TO BE TRIED AS WAR CRIMINALS, AND THE CHAIRMAN
OF THE TURKISH PARLIAMENTARIANS' UNION CALLED THE "VIOLENT
POLICY OF THE US...ONE OF THE BIGGEST THREATS FACING
HUMANITY." DESPITE BEING NEARLY ONE WEEK OLD, THE STORY HAS
NOT YET SHOWN SIGNS OF FADING HERE IN TURKEY. END SUMMARY.

2. (SBU) IN THE ONLY OFFICIAL CONVERSATION WE HAVE HAD ON THE
TORTURE AND ABUSE AT ABU GHRAIB, THE AMBASSADOR ON MAY & TOLD

OR .

I !REPLIED THAT HE HAD BEEN AT A CONFERENCE IN CAIRO
LAST WE N LERANCE IN ISLAMIC CIVILIZATION AND HAD WANTED
TO TALK ABOUT TOLERANCE, BUT THIS WAS DIFFICULT BECAUSE OF
THE IRAQ INCIDENTS, WHICH HE SAID HAD, ALONG WITH THE
SITUATION IN IRAQ IN GENERAL, "OPENED A WOUND" IN THE ARAB
WORLD, AND A SPLIT WITH THE WEST. FM GUL TOLD THE PRESS MAY
4, "THIS IS REALLY VERY SHAMEFUL. WITHOUT A DOUBT, THIS WILL
BE DIFFICULT TO FORGET. THE GOOD THING IS THAT
INVESTIGATIONS WERE INITIATED IN BOTH COUNTRIES AND THAT
THOSE WHO WERE RESPONSIBLE WILL BE PUNISHED. THIS IS NOT
BEING HIDDEN. THAT IS MORE IMPORTANT. IT IS A BLESSING OF
DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM THAT THEY DISCLOSE SUCH THINGS IN THEIR
OWN COUNTRY. WE ARE CONVEYING OUR CONCERNS AND UNEASINESS AT
EVERY LEVEL ABOUT THESE ISSUES." '

3. (SBU) DESPITE TURKISH OFFICIALS REFRAINING FROM DIRECTLY
CONFRONTING US ABOUT THE STORIES OF TORTURE AND ABUSE BY US
AND UK SOLDIERS IN IRAQ, THE ISSUE HAS DOMINATED THE TURKISH
PRESS EVERY DAY SINCE THE STORY BROKE, WITH PAPERS CALLING
THE ABUSE "SYSTEMATIC," SAYING "THERE IS NO END TO THE
DETESTABLE ABUSES AT ABU GHRAIB," AND THAT TORTURE WAS
"INCREDIBLE AND INHUMAN." THE MAY 7 EDITION OF MILLIYET
REPORTED THAT THE EXISTENCE OF MORE THAN 1000 PHOTOS OF THE
ABUSE DEMONSTRATED THAT US OFFICIALS HAD ORDERED THE
RECORDING OF THE ABUSES. SEE SEPTEL FOR MORE ON TURKISH
PRESS COVERAGE. THERE HAVE BEEN SEVERAL PEACEFUL
DEMONSTRATIONS IN FRONT OF THE US AND UK EMBASSIES OVER THE
PAST SEVERAL DAYS BY YQOUNG TURKS PROTESTING THE RECENT
DEVELOPMENTS IN IRAQ.

4. (U) THE PARLIAMENT'S HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION RELEASED A
STATEMENT ON MAY 6 THAT SAID, "THAT WE ARE FACED ONCE AGAIN

WITH SUCH PRACTICES BY THOSE WHO LABEL THEMSELVES APOSTLES OF

CIVILIZATION SHOWS US THAT THEIR REAL INTENTION IS NOT TO

BRING FREEDOM...THE INVADERS WHO FAILED TO PROVE THE

EXISTENCE OF WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION...HAVE SOWED THE
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SEEDS OF HATRED IN OUR REGION THAT ARE VERY HARD TO
FORGET. . .THE PERPETRATORS SHOULD FACE TRIAL AT THE
INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT AND THE VICTIMS SHOULD BE
COMPENSATED." COMMISSION CHAIRMAN MEHMET ELKATMIS CALLED THE
INCIDENTS "CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY." A SEPARATE BUT SIMILAR
PRESS RELEASE WAS ISSUES BY ANOTHER GROUP OF 196 MEMBERS OF
THE TURKISH PARLIAMENT.

5. (U) AK PARTY DEPUTY ABDULLAH CALISKAN RELEASED A WRITTEN
STATEMENT MAY 6 ASSERTING THAT "THE INHUMANE TREATMENT WAS
ORDERED BY STATE OFFICIALS IN AN ORGANIZED WAY. THEREFORE,
BUSH AND BLAIR SHQOULD FACE TRIAL TOGETHER WITH THE 'PSYCHO'
SOLDIERS." TURKISH PARLIAMENTARIANS' UNION CHAIRMAN ZEKI
CELIKER DESCRIBED THE "VIOLENT POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES"
AS "ONE OF THE BIGGEST THREATS FACING HUMANITY.

6. (U) THE ASSOCIATION OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOLIDARITY FOR
OPPRESSED PEOPLES, A TURKISH NGO, ISSUED A STATEMENT MAY 6
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TREATMENT APPLIED BY THE US

AND UK FORCES TO IRAQI CIVILIANS AND POWS HAS REACHED A
'"DISGUSTING AND SHAMEFUL LEVEL...IN'-THE LAST WEEK HUNDREDS OF
IRAQI CIVILIANS WERE KILLED IN FALLUJAH. WITNESSES STATED
THAT THE STREETS WERE FULL OF DEAD BODIES. THOUSANDS OF
CIVILIANS ARE BEING DETAINED BY FORCE IN ORDER FOR SOLDIERS
TO COLLECT INFCRMATION ABOUT THE IRAQI RESISTANCE...THEY ARE
BEING SUBJECTED TO TORTURE. OCCUPATION FORCES ARE VIOLATING
ALL UNIVERSAL HUMANITARIAN NORMS. THEY ARE COMMITTING CRIMES
AGAINST HUMANITY UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE UN GENEVA
CONVENTION. ..THE ONLY PARTY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE INHUMAN
ACTIONS TAKING PLACE IN IRAQ IS THE OCCUPATION FORCE...WE
CALL ON THE UN AND OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS TO
LAUNCH AN IMPARTIAL INVESTIGATION...WE SEEK PERMISSION FOR
INDEPENDENT HUMAN RIGHTS EXPERTS TO VISIT IRAQ IN ORDER TO
INVESTIGATE THE ONGOING HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS. FINALLY, WE
WANT THE OCCUPATION FORCES TO LEAVE IRAQ IMMEDIATELY AND
UNCONDITIONALLY . "

7. (SBU) THE EMBASSY WAS CONTACTED MAY 7 BY
[ —JTO SA[;HE_WUU'ETN'OT_—IY

ATTEND THIS YEAR'S US INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION {(BEING
HELD AT THE END OF MAY TO AVOID CONFLICTING WITH THE
PRESIDENT'S VISIT FOR THE NATO ISTANBUL SUMMIT) BECAUSE OF

"THE LATEST DISGUSTING DEVELOPMENTS IN IRAQ." WE ANTICIPATE
THAT OTHER INVITEES MAY ALSO DECLINE TO ATTEND IN PROTEST.
DESPITE ALMOST A WEEK HAVING PASSED SINCE THE STRY FIRST
BROKE, THE CLAMOR OVER IT IN TURKEY HAS NOT YET BEGUN TO FADE.
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